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CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETS IN ASIA 


The Central Committee of the World Coun- 
il of Churches has just held its regular annual 
meeting for the first time in Asia. The com- 
mittee heard speeches and reports including an 
address by Prime Minister Nehru, who warned 
Fhem of the “stubborn reality” of communism 
mm Asia and of its likely effect on problems 
oncerning balance of political power. 

They also heard the General Secretary's ac- 
count of his recent visit to South Africa and 
noted the constructive steps being taken by the 
South African churches. They stated that “The 
entral Committee gives encouragement to all 
hose in South Africa and elsewhere who are 
laboring for a solution of the racial problem 
in keeping with the Christian Gospel, and calls 
upon all Christians to uphold them in thought 
and prayer and acts of reconciliation.” It also 
called upon all member churches of the World 
Council “to engage in the Christian ministry of 
reconciliation and to do all in their power to 
end such discrimination wherever it exists.” 


The committee also heard reports of Protes- 
tant persecution in Colombia and directed the 
Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, “in cooperation with its parent bodies 
(W.C.C. and I.M.C.) and the churches directly 
concerned” to try to secure redress, and provide 
for putting an end to this problem. 

Three new churches were admitted to mem- 


bership: The Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church of North America, the Anglican Church 
of the Province of West Africa and the Presby- 
terian Church of the African Gold Coast. 

Plans were completed for the Second Assem- 
bly of the World Council to be held at North- 
western University, Evanston, Illinois, August, 
1954, and the theme “Christ—The Hope of the 
World” was definitely accepted. 

The meeting is reported to have made the 
greatest impact on the Indian press of any Chris- 
tian gathering ever held in India. 

At the close of the meeting the Central 
Committee issued a “Letter to the Member 
Churches.” 

(Text of “Letter” on pages 3, 4) 


Assembly Press Chairman— 


Mr. Charles C. 
Parlin, New York 
lawyer and Meth- 
odist layman, will 
be the press and 
radio chairman for 
the Second Assem- 
bly of the World 
Coun ci of 
Churches to be 
held at North- 
western Univer- 
sity, Evanston, Illinois, August 15-31, 1954. 

The appointment was made by the Central 
Committee of the W.C.C., which met recently 
in Lucknow, India. Mr. Parlin attended the First 
Assembly at Amsterdam, Holland in 1948. 

The Central Committee also decided that 
the Conference of U.S.A. member Churches 
will continue to function essentially as at pres- 
ent, but that its name shall be changed to “The 
United States Conference for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches.” A new executive secretary is 
being sought whose primary responsibility will 
be directly to the U.S. Conterence. 


Americans at Lucknow— 


Among Americans in India for the meeting 
of the Central Committee were Bishop James C. 
Baker, Rev. Robert S. Bilheimer, Rev. John M. 
Burgess, Dr. E. T. Dahlberg, Bishop Angus Dun, 
Dr. A. Dale Fiers, Dr. Jack Finegan, Dr. Frank- 
lin C. Fry, Dr. L. W. Goebel, Bishop Ivan Lee 
Holt, Dr. Douglas Horton, Dr. Ralph Lloyd, Dr. 
John A. Mackay, Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, Dr. 
Alexander McLeish, Dr. John R. Mott, Dr. O. 
Frederick Nolde, Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, Mr. Charles C. Parlin, Mrs. 
Norwood M. Phelps, Dr. J. Allen Ranck, Dr. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie 
Thomas Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, 
editor. The Council unites 161 Anglican, Ortho- 
dox and Protestant communions in 43 countries. 
Neither the COURIER nor the World Council of 
Churches is responsible for opinions quoted in 


its columns. 
o> 3.47 


[2] 


Ralph W. Sockman, Mrs. Leslie Swain, and Bis 
hop W. J. Walls. From Canada come the Mos 
Rev. W. F. Barfoot and Dr. W. J. Gallaghe 


To Speak in Scotland— 

Miss Antonia Froendt of the N.Y.C—W C C 
staff has been asked to speak at the Generz 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland—the firs 
time a woman has been invited to address th 


Madeleine Barot Honored— 

The wholeness of the Church rather tha 
“rights of women” in the Church is the chi 
concern of the World Council of Churche 
Commission on the Life and Work of Wom 
in the Church, according to Miss Madelei 
Barot, of Geneva, Switzerland, new secretary 
the Commission. Miss Barot, who is visiting i 
the United States, was main speaker at a |] 
cheon in her honor at the Fifth Avenue Hote 
New York City, on Jan. 22. Among the gu 
were women church leaders from 47 states, 
the city to attend meetings of the United Ch 
Women (National Council of Churches). 

European churches, Miss Barot said, have 
come convinced that they must restudy the qu 
tion of the place of women in the church i 
the light of the Bible, the doctrine of 
Church, and sociological developments of 
modern world. 


Visitors from Overseas— 
Visitors expected in New York City duri 
March and April include Dr. H. H. Walz 
the staff of the W.C.C. Study Department i 
Geneva and Dr. James Hutchison Cockbur 
Chaplain to the Queen, and ex-Moderator of th 
Church of Scotland, who will be speaking i 
this country for two months beginning Marc 
10. 
The Rev. Norman Goodall of England will E 
guest speaker at the Annual Dinner of the Nort 
American Advisory Committee of the LMC. i 
New York City, Tuesday, March 10. Dr. Gooda 
is now speaking in various American cities. 
Coming Events— 
W.C.C. Executive Committee — Gramerc 
Park Hotel, N.Y.C., February 19. 
W.C.C.-US. Conference—Madison Hotel, Al 
lantic City, N.J., April 20-21. 


if The Central Committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches has held its first meeting on 
Asian soil. . We desire to share with you, 
the eae Grarches of the World Council, 
‘considerations which surely mean increased re- 
sponsibilities for the Church both in Asia and 
elsewhere. We are grateful for the fact of the 
enical movement because it helps us to 
face the situation within a world-wide fellow- 
ship. . . . 

As the servants of One Who speaks to us of 
the cup of water and daily bread, we must rec- 
“ognize that we are confronted in Asia by whole 
peoples in desperate need of food, clothing and 
shelter. We must support the efforts of all those 
working for material and social welfare. The 
people of Asia are also seeking well-ordered 
_ political life and true community. Above all 
we see their need for an ultimate faith by which 
to live and for knowledge of Christ who alone 
can impart this. 


The struggle for, and the attainment of, na- 
- tional independence, the break-up of the old 
village structure of society and the attempt to 
_ build up a society based on industrial techniques, 
the challenge to old customs and traditions 
through new conceptions of fundamental rights, 
_ the transformations in the status of women and 
the pattern of the family, all these indicate the 
vast dimensions of the revolution. .. . 


1. THE IMPERATIVE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Our meeting has brought home to us the 

- poverty and distress of these peoples as well as 
their efforts to grapple with their problems. 
_ They are demanding social conditions which are 
worthy of human beings. Churches all over the 
world must ask how they can help the people 
of Asia in their efforts to attain a standard of 
living which meets basic human needs, and in 
their search for a more just social and economic 
order. 


. The Church in Asia has the crucial task of 


A “LETTER to the CHURCHES” 


helping to provide the true moral and spiritual 
dynamic for the peoples longing for social jus- 
tice and peace. Without this dynamic their long- 
ing cannot be realized and may easily be be- 
trayed by false hopes. 


To meet these needs, the full support of the 
Christian community in under-developed coun- 
tries must be rallied behind the efforts of their 
governments and peoples to tackle their own 
economic problems. The churches in the more 
developed countries must urge their peoples and 
Governments to do everything possible to 
strengthen programmes of technical assistance, 
without which such efforts in Asia cannot suc- 
ceed. This assistance will be effective and wel- 
come only when it expresses a concern for man 
and his needs wherever he lives, and is a mani- 
festation of human solidarity. It must therefore 
be given with sensitivity to the economic, po- 
litical and social goals of the peoples of Asia. 


Rearmament and military tension seriously 
reduce the resources available for industrial de- 
velopment in Asia. They also create an attitude 
of mind which leads to national and interna- 
tional policies in which positive programmes of 
social reconstruction tend to be neglected. The 
Christian churches must help their peoples and 
Governments to reckon with the threat to the 
social development of these countries, which is 
created by tensions and power rivalries. 


2. THE CHRISTIAN BASIS OF 
POLITICAL FREEDOM 


These countries which are attempting to con- 
struct political institutions that give form to 
their new sense of freedom are forced to look 
for the cultural and religious foundations of 
responsible social life. In this situation the 
churches of Asia must continue to make clear 
that the fundamental rights of man will only be 
firmly grounded in so far as these are related 
to the Christian view of man as a child of God 
in Christ. Freedom can only be retained in a 


Lou 


Lund Filmstrip— 

BEING MANY—YET ONE, is the title of 
a new filmstrip about the Faith and Order work 
of the World Council of Churches, based on 
the Lund Conference of 1952. Suitable for 
adult or young adult groups, the twenty-minute 
(55 frame) filmstrip is in color, with accom- 
panying script. Available from the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, at $3.00. 


Books of Interest— 


One Christ, One World, One Church, by Nor- 
man V. Hope, Professor of Church History at 
Princeton Seminary, gives in capsule form (about 
100 pages) the highlights of the ecumenical 
movement since 1910. Order from the Church 
Historical Society, 4205 Spruce St., Philadel- 
phia 4, Pa. 

Great Voices of the Reformation, edited by 
Harry Emerson Fosdick (Random House, New 
York, 1952, $5.00). Out of its pages speak the 
mighty voices of Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, 
Zwingli, Calvin, Knox, Williams, Fox, Wesley 
and many others whose thinking helped to form 
the structure of Protestantism. Dr. Fosdick sup- 
plies the historic setting and interpretive back- 
ground for the excerpts from the original writ- 
ings. 

The Christian Reader, edited by Stanley 1. 
Stuber (Association Press, New York, 1952, 
$4.75), presents the kernel of Christian master- 


pieces through the ages, with biographi 
sketches by highly competent scholars. Som 
seventy selections are included. A guide for th 
layman, a reference book for the scholar, and 
way for a lot of us to catch up on some of th 
things we've always intended to read but kno 
we'll never have time to study in their entirety 


Ecumenical—Are We?— 


Has your church seen the new filmstri 
“Ecumenical—Are We?” 62 frames, color. Al 
about the ecumenical movement and the W.C.C 
in everybody's vocabulary. You'll like it! Wi 
script and 33-1/3 rpm sound recording, $7 
With reading scripts only (2 copies) $3. 


A new edition of the popular folder, “Whar 
Is the World Council Doing?”, which gives 
up-to-date picture in brief compass of the 
Council's ees is just off the press. Samp 
copy free. $2.00 per hundred. F 


Pentecost rackets— 1 

Pentecost (May 24) materials are now ready, 
Packets containing 2-color poster, bulletin cover 
12 close-packed pages of NEW program, wor: 
ship and sermon suggestions, and other usefu) 
items for emphasizing the essential unity ana 
world outreach of the Church. 25¢ from W.C.C 
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EThe Christian understanding of man is direct- 
ly relevant to the search for new foundations 


be helped in making this witness real and effec- 
tive. Only as the Church can offer actual demon- 


place in all aspects of Asian society. Here the 
congregation of the church has an indis- 


3. THE CALL TO MISSIONARY OBEDIENCE 
AND UNITY 

The missionary task of the Church is more 
mportant than ever in Asia today. Amid ele- 
mental hunger, the uprooting of life and the 
Birazole to rebuild, the fundamental need is 
still man’s need for God. It must be known that 
within the events of our time His Presence is to 
be discerned in judgment and blessing. Christ 
alone makes this knowledge possible in all its 
redemptive power. To preach Him and bear 


Witness to Him amidst the claims of other faiths 
is a task of burning urgency. Yet we have 

carcely begun to encounter and understand 
e other great religions of Asia on their own 


‘ground 


. Again, the fulfilment by churches of their 
‘missionary task brings particular responsibilities 
in Asia. The churches are called to make their 
life a witness to social justice and political free- 
m. Only so can they find an opening in the 
“hearts of these peoples for the greater treasure 
“entrusted to the Church. 


- The overwhelming evangelistic task in Asia 
is the concern of the whole Church. This re- 
‘sponsibility now falls primarily upon the 
churches in Asia. But the Western churches need 
to redouble, and not slacken, their missionary 
endeavour in Asia. Yet this contribution from 
the West must be undertaken in a spirit of 
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partnership with the younger churches, and 
along lines which will strengthen them for their 
own missionary obedience. 


No one can enter today into the Asian scene 
without realizing at every hand the urgency with 
which many of the churches and Christian 
people are crying for unity. Where Christians 
find themselves as a small minority in the midst 
of vast communities of non-Christian peoples 
the call of God to all of us to seek for unity is 
powerfully reinforced by the demands and cir- 
cumstances of the situation, and by their own 
task of witness. 


There are dangers in this very sense of urg- 
ency which cannot be disregarded. Unity may 
sometimes be looked upon as a solution of all 
problems. It may be sought without due regard 
for truth in doctrine and soundness in order. 
But, having said this, we feel bound to state 
that the churches of the West are called to 
show great understanding and a readiness to give 
full freedom and continuing support to their 
brethren in the East as they seek to find God’s 
purpose for them in their own time and place. 


“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His 
paths straight.” 


BEQUEST FORM 


Friends of the World Council who de- 
sire to perpetuate by a legacy their 
interest in the Ecumenical Movement, 
may use this simple form of bequest: — 

I give and bequeath to the Friends of 
the World Council of Churches, Inc., 
incorporated under Section 30 of the 
Membership Corporation Law of New 
York State on January 27, 1943, the 
sum of 


shat Dollars (6... Read) 


to be applied to the use and purpose of 
said corporation. 


(Attested signature) 
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CHURCHES ASKED TO PREPARE 
AND PRAY FOR ASSEMBLY 


“CHRIST—THE HOPE OF THE WORLD” 
is the theme of the Second Assembly of the 
W.C.C. It is also the title of a preparatory pam- 
phlet, just off the presses, which deals briefly 
(16 pages) with the themes, sub-themes, plans 
and personnel for the Assembly. Included in 
the pamphlet is a prayer which Christians every- 
where are asked to pray during the coming 
months: 


PRAYER FOR THE ASSEMBLY 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, from whom cometh every good and per- 
fect gift, we pray for the health and the power 
of Thy Church on earth. We confess that we 
have made it unworthy by our unworthiness. 
We have clung to ways which are merely our 
own, and have caused the Church to continue 
in division. We have failed to give ourselves 
only to Thee, and have brought weakness upon 
the Church. Renew in us a right mind, O Father, 
that there may be new life and power in Thy 
Church unto Thy glory. 


We pray for those who prepare for the com- 
ing Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
that all that they do may be inspired by Thy 
Spirit. May their thinking be courageous and 
true; may their plans work wholly to the good 
of Thy Church; may they serve with the devo- 
tion of a single mind stayed on Thee alone. 


We pray for those who will attend the As- 
sembly, that in their preparations for their work, 
they may seek Thy purposes; that in their 
discussions, they may speak to defend only Thy 
truth; that in their decisions they may follow 
the leading of Thy Spirit unto the service of 
mankind. 


We ask Thy blessing upon this undertaking, 
that Thou wilt judge, correct and redeem each 
step, that the whole may be a great sign unto 
men of the presence and the coming of our 
Lord, even Jesus Christ. 


And now unto Him be glory in the Church, 
through Jesus Christ, world without end. Amen. 


FRIENDS WANTED ; 
To be a Friend, get a mew friend for 
the World Council..As the Second Assem- 
bly approaches, people will be increasingly 
interested in the activities of the W.C.C. 
Individuals or local churches may be en- 
rolled as Friends of the World Council by 
sending a (tax-deductible!) gift for the 
ongoing ecumenical program. Gifts may 
be for whatever amount the new member's 
financial position (or the donor's if it is a 
gift subscription) and ecumenical interests 
dictate. Those sending $1 or more receive 
a subscription to Ecumenical Courier for 
the current year. 


One Great How 


of Sharing 


Appeal for relief and reconstruction, sponsored 
the Central Department of Church World Serv 
of the National Council of the Churches of Ch 
in the U.S.A. will raise funds for refugee and re 
needs, for inter-church aid and other related ty 
of service, with India, Korea, the Near East a 
Central Europe as its chief areas of covera 


ee : 


